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The Ector County ISD Board of Trustees held a special meeting on August 26.  A recap of the agenda is below. 
  

1. Roll Call. Steve Brown was absent.  
 

2. Verification of compliance with open meetings requirements. 
 

3. In his opening comments, Superintendent Dr. Scott Muri said he appreciated the attendance at this 

meeting, not only were community members seated in the board room but also two other, overflow 

rooms.He pointed out there is a single item on the agenda, with a number of people who requested to 

speak to the issue. He asked that each speaker be given the chance to speak, with no cheering, 

clapping, booing, or making other sounds as they speak. He mentioned that the news has shown 

several meetings from around the country that were poor examples of decorum and respect for 

others, and he hoped this meeting would remain respectful for all.  

 
4. During public comment, 33 people spoke to the school board, most of whom asked the board not to 

adopt a mask requirement. Each was given two minutes to speak. At the end of the public comments, 
Dr. Muri told the audience he was proud of the way the session had gone, the level of respect shown 
to each of the speakers, and the information and opinions shared. He called it an impressive 
experience.    
 

5. Trustees moved to closed session to consult with their attorney.  
 
A. Trustees voted 6-0 to approve a resolution to allow the superintendent to implement a temporary 

mask requirement when it is determined to be legally and medically appropriate. If implemented in 
the future, it would include these four stipulations: 1. All students, staff, and visitors while indoors 
on ECISD property and while riding ECISD buses, must wear face masks covering the nose and 
mouth; 2. Masks are not require while eating, or at other times specifically deemed reasonable 
appropriate by the campus principal or building administrator related to health and safety; 3. 
Individuals with religious or medical needs/disabilities that prohibit the wearing of masks, upon 
acceptable verification, are excused from this requirement; 4. The superintendent shall review 
COVID-19 related conditions regularly and is authorized to determine the: duration of the mask 
requirement, cessation of the requirement based on improved conditions, and/or reinstatement of 
the mask requirement if lifted.  
 
Before the vote, Dr. Muri showed a few slides (below) illustrating the number of COVID cases and 
exposures/symptomatic cases inside ECISD, many showing spread in schools. He also pointed out 
the number of cases in Odessa hospitals tops the numbers in El Paso, a much larger city. 
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Dr. Timothy Benton, Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center Professor and Interim Regional 
Dean/ECISD Medical Director, spoke to the board. He pointed out masks have been a long-used 
medical tool for infection control, and is an effective means for reducing spread of the virus. 
Following Dr. Benton, Medical Center Health System Chief Nursing Officer/Quality & Patient 
Experience Officer Christin Timmons described the situation at the hospital. She said current totals 
at Medical Center Hospital are 87 total COVID patients, 42 of them in critical care, and 34 on 
ventilators. She presented a couple of historic comparisons and projections (slides below) showing 
the critical care numbers growing to critical levels. She also spoke about the trauma being 
experienced by hospital staff as they treat the rising cases hitting younger people. On behalf of 
those MCH staff members, she asked the community to trust them that wearing masks will help 
mitigate the virus being spread as easily.  
 
Dr. Muri pointed out the number of state and national organizations that support the idea of 
wearing masks to help slow the spread of the virus (slides below). ECISD attorney Mike Atkins also 
addressed the board with the latest news from the Texas Supreme Court that changed the legal 
landscape of this issue earlier this afternoon. The Supreme Court says it will honor the governor’s 
executive order but did not fully resolve the issue of which governing body has the final authority 
on this type of mandate. Mr. Atkins said it would be ill-advised to enact a mask requirement at this 
time. The board resolution gives the superintendent the authority to do it at a later time, if 
appropriate.    

 

http://www.ectorcountyisd.org/


 
Ector County Independent School District | Phone: (432) 456-0000 | P.O. Box 3912, Odessa, Texas 79760 | www.ectorcountyisd.org  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.ectorcountyisd.org/


 
Ector County Independent School District | Phone: (432) 456-0000 | P.O. Box 3912, Odessa, Texas 79760 | www.ectorcountyisd.org  

 

 
 

 
 

 
6. There were no closing remarks.  

 
7. The meeting adjourned at 8:31 p.m.   
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